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The iionorabl e Lichartl Qtt i n r e r  
The iiouse of i ieprescntstives 
united S t a t e s  Crpitol 
i jashinpton,  D.C. 2 ~ 5 1 . 4  

Gear >ir. Ctt inger:  

Tirank you for your recent  l e t t e r  c o m e n r i n s  os :iy p e r t i c i p a t i o n  
a t  the  b r i c f i c p  on KcCOnbinsnt DKA on 9ecenber 1':76, under t h e  
sparisorship of kite Jc i enCis t s  I n s t i t u t e  Lor Public InformtiotL, 
Fer;irt:rcs you w i l l  r e c a l l  tha t  years a ~ o  L'E! shered in ;? c a r  ~ o o l  fcr  
our 3roti:ig c i i i l d r e n  s t tending the : ; @ t i m a 1  Cti i ld  Xesearch Center. 

::ore specific all^^, 1. c e r t a i n l y  s!iare t i i t h  you a concern over  

For t h e  pest 
tpj? u r y e r x y  o f  e s t n b l  iskiin.;. iirn and enforceaillc guide! inos  tor the  
conduct of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  w i t h i n  the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  
n i t v ~ r n l  tronths E; keZcra1 Xntcraycncy C o a x i r t e e ,  established a t  t h e  
recluest cf the r ' ree ident  under the cheircrnnsiiip of the Ljirector, 
r t a t ionn ' f  i z s t i t a t e s  o f  iircalth, h a s  been z c u d v i n n  t h e  z v a i l n b l e  
authorities. i t  i s  c-xptbctcd t o  report s h o r t l y ,  anti t o  rrcomnertd 
w:iptt\er no t  e x i s t i n u  nFencies t i e v e  sufficient a u t h o r i t y  t o  
T;roc?uigate an(; e n f o r c e  suc?i p u i d e l i n e s  or whether l i . - i s i a t  i v e  act ion 
i s  c c e . i e d .  it i n  F-T s e l i e f  t h a t  t:,~ dm-rrss  snoula ~v; i i t  the r epor t  
o f  t h i s  Cormittee ueforc  t a k i n g  a n y  c z t i o n ,  



E. coli b e i n g   sed for recombinant DitR experizents ,  a s  discussed 
i n  in:J statenent. The S i l i  Drett Lnvironnental I m p a c t  Stntenent i s  
no% properly quoted in your remarks. The aurcbers you qcote were.  
Fiven E S  t o t a l l y  hypothet ica l  nusbers i n  order to exemplify 8 
p a r t i c u l a r  calculation anti t h e  h a f t  LIS i n d i c a t e s  t h a t .  i!re 
numbers are  no t  Fxesentad as  a descr ipt ion o f  the agprezate risk 
@f an epidemic .  In addit ion,  the !;I3 p i d e l i n e e  explicitly prohibit 
workers under treatrent with antibiotics or a n t a c i d s  (or s u f f e r i n g  
fr0.r. n v a r i e t y  of relevant disorders) fro= carry in@ o u t  recoabiriant 
i iNX researcli. 

I t  i s  o'y view r h e r  ior f r G n  oein? beak, c h e  KUi ?uzdelinea are 
c u i t e  string,ent: and cfford confidence tilet potentially danqerous 
r e c o c n i n c n t s  w i l l  itot escape Lrou labwetory  s i t u a t i o n s ,  

kou nay know t h a t  i v a s  .-inion:: t::c f i r s t  s c i e c t i s r s  to  c a l l  
iittci?cior, t i3  L?e notential  hhzerds of  reeo:!btnapt UE1A research in 
1473. I have b e e n  involved i n  a l l  cf tile c;iscussiocs since then. 
if ttierc i s  i r ~ y  cay i;: k.nlci> i can b e  of h e l p  in your cons ide ra t ion  
of t h i s  issue p l e a s e  c a l l  upon I Y ~ .  

kina l l ; ; ,  u h i l e  I a,.$ 8n employee of t h e  kat iona i  I n s t i t u t e s  of  
iieaitt:, t h i s  Ictter r o p r e s e n t  E zy O K / ~  peroonal opiaion. 

Sincerely ?ours, 

iinclasure 


